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UN & NPT MEMBERSHIP



Blind Spots in the Historiography of 
the Nuclear Age

• What gets left out?

• Decolonization

• Non-Deterrence Discourses 

• Transnational Actors & Networks



Bandung Conference of Asian-
African States

• April 18-25, 1955 

• Attacked “colonialism in all its 
manifestations”

• Attempted to shift the center of gravity 
in international politics by injecting 
newly independent voices into debates 
of global consequence





The 1961 NAM Summit in 
Belgrade

• September 1-6, 
1961

• Institutionalized the 
movement as a 
force (not a bloc) in 
world politics

© NAM Database



The Eighteen Nation 
Committee on Disarmament

• First convened on 
March 14, 1962

• Introduced neutral and 
non-aligned positions in 
disarmament talks

• Broke the existing 
superpower monopoly 
on diplomatic fora 
dealing with 
disarmament



Conclusion

• Absence of NAM from 
collective memory of Cold 
War era arms control and 
disarmament initiatives

• 2017 TPNW has been 
historicized without a 
consciousness of this longer 
legacy of non-aligned 
engagement on nuclear 
issues


